
 

 

Ontario Hop Growers’ Association 

 

Spring Educational 

Interested In Learning 
About Hops? 

Join the Ontario Hop Growers’ Association as we present our annual 
spring educational forum.  
 
This year we will be conducting simultaneous workshops. The morning 
sessions will include: Hops 101 - open to anyone interested in learning 
more about hops production and setting up a hop yard; and Hops 201 - a 
more advanced seminar for participants who already have a strong 
working knowledge of hops and their production.  
 
In the afternoon, workshop participants will be united to learn more about 
soil fertility, integrated pest management strategies and the characteristics 
of “quality hops” from the brewer’s perspective. 
 
A brief agenda for this workshop and information about this year’s 
presenters and can be found on the next two pages.  

All participants must RSVP for this event by Tuesday, March 18th. 
To do so, please email: treasurer@ohga.ca  

OHGA Members – “Early Birds” (before March 18th) - $80 | After March 18th/At the door - $90 
Non-Members - $130 

* Ticket price includes a hot lunch and mid-afternoon refreshments 

Please Join Us… 
Date: 

Registration: 

Time: 

Location: 

Saturday, March 22 2013 

Guests will be able to 
register between 8:00 -  

8:45 am 

The workshop will begin 
promptly at 9:00 am and 

run until 5:30 pm 

Durham College – Whitby 
Campus 
1610 Champlain Avenue 
Whitby, Ontario 
L1N 9B2 
Parking: $2 flat rate on 
campus 

Registration & Pricing 
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HOPS WORKSHOP AGENDA  

8:00 – 8:45  Registration table will be open 

MORNING SESSIONS 

HOPS 101 (Room 11-08) 

9:00 – 12:00  INTRODUCTION TO SMALL-SCALE HOPS FARMING 
  Lecturer – Julien Venne MSc. Hops Agronomist 

Discussion topics will include: selection of hops varieties, calendar of field work, 
fertilization, inputs and water needs, pest and disease scouting, harvesting, drying and 
conditioning cones and lastly budget of a 3-hectare hop yard. 

HOPS 201 (Room 11-09) 

9:00 – 12:00  LOOKING BEYOND THE HALF ACRE – POST HARVEST PROCESSING  
  Lecturer – Dr. Rob Sirrine Ph. D. – Michigan State University Extension 

For this live, online presentation, discussion topics will include: Best practices for the 
drying, packaging, pelletizing and storing of harvested hops.  

 
12:00 – 1:00  LUNCH 

AFTERNOON SESSIONS 

JOINT PRESENTATION (Room 2-40) 

1:00 – 2:00  STOP REACTING TO SYMPTOMS, CORRECT THE CAUSE! – HOW TO 
ACHIEVE NUTRIENT DENSITY 

Lecturer – Joshua Biemond – Soil & Nutrition Consultant 

Discussion topics will include: top 5 minerals found in soil and plants, proper balance of 
nutrients for plants, improving plant’s ability to convert nutrients to energy that results in 
better quality produce/crops/feed. 

2:00 – 4:30  PANEL DISCUSSION 

Tristan Jobin and Jean-Bernard Gelinas will join Julien Venne for a discussion about 
integrated pest management strategies. 
 
Discussion topics will include: Minor use program in Quebec, biological pest control of 
hops, and phytosanitary cultural practices for both conventional and organic 
applications.  

4:30 – 5:00  NETWORKING OPPORTUNITY AND REFRESHMENTS 

5:00 – 6:00  TECHNICAL CONVERSATION ABOUT HOPS FROM A BREWER’S 
PERSPECTIVE 
Lecturers – Mark Benzaquen – Technical Advisor for Ontario Craft Brewers  
                    Nate Ferguson – Professor at Niagara College Brewmaster Program 
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SPEAKER’S BIOS  

JULIEN VENNE MSc. – Centre de Recherche et de Developement Technologique Agricole de l’Outaouais 
           (CREDETAO) 

Julien received his B.Sc and Masters from McGill University in agriculture and environmental sciences. 
Since 2009, he has been involved as a research agronomist working on hops production at CREDETAO. 
Julien is in the process of publishing a guide on hops production and he is now serving as a consultant to 
hop growers. Julien has also been a connoisseur of Quebec’s microbrewery scene for the last 10 years and 
has a great enthusiasm towards the re-introduction of hops in Eastern Canada and the development of local 
breweries. 
---  
DR. ROB SIRRINE Ph.D. – Michigan State University Extension 

Rob is an extension educator in the Greening Michigan Institute, provides leadership for community food 
system efforts in northwest lower Michigan, holds statewide leadership responsibilities for hops production 
and provides expertise in other areas, including entrepreneurial and value-added agriculture and organic 
production. He serves as the chair of the Northwest Michigan Food and Farming Network and is affiliated 
with the MSU Center for Regional Food Systems. 
---  
JOSHUA BIEMOND – Soil & Nutrition Consultant 

Joshua a second-generation organic dairy farmer, milking 40 cows, who has partnered with his brother to 
continue the vision their father started. He is raising a young family on a 400-acre farm in a lifestyle that 
supports healthy living and sustainability. Because of the often misunderstood concept of the term ‘organic’ 
he wanted to educate himself with truly organic principles and was directed towards the studies and work of 
a man named Dr. Carry Reams and his Theory of Biological Ionization.  This started his journey on 
understanding and building nutrient dense food from the ground, up.  His experiences over the last number 
of years have led him to take a much closer look at all the components involved in growing his crops and 
learning what is really happening in each part of the ‘farming process’.  Joshua firmly believe ‘you are what 
you eat’. 
--- 

TRISTAN JOBIN MSc. – Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) 

Tristan has been working at AAFC since 2001, where he began as a plant pathologist working mostly on 
Apple Scab epidemiology and fungicide resistance until 2007. Since then, he has been the Principal 
Investigator for the Minor Use Pesticide Program in St-Jean-sur-Richelieu, QC. He is conducting residue 
and efficacy trials in field vegetables, small fruits and other various crops; hops being one of those crops. 
Last year Tristan set up a one-acre hops plot on a farm in L’Acadie, QC, which he feels should help speed 
up the process of registration of new pesticides for Hops growers in Canada by making more acreage 
available and dedicating to research purposes. He works mostly on plant diseases, but is also involved in 
herbicide and insecticide trials, in addition to working on adapting spraying technology to hops fields. 
---  

JEAN-BERNARD GELINAS MBA, BSc. Agro. & Biologie – Anatis Bioprotection 

Anatis bioprotection discovers, develops and markets completely natural, effective and environmentally 
sound biological pest control solutions. More and more agricultural producers and gardeners, professional 
and amateur, small and large scale, are turning to organic pest control mechanisms as an alternative to 
chemical pesticides. 

 

 


